Re-incorporation, 1852

__________An Act__________
_________to reincorporate the town of Huntsville__________

Section      1.______Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas.  That the corporate limits of the town of Huntsville shall be an
area of one mile square, the centre whereof shall be the centre of the public square, and that all the citizens and territory lying
within said limits, be and the same is hereby incorporated under the name of the town of Huntsville/ and under that name it may sue and
be sued, plead and be impleaded; have a corporate seal, and enjoy all the rights and privileges appertaining to aggregate corporations which are
not inconsistent with the constitution and laws of this state and of this act______________________________________
Section      2. ______That as soon as this act shall go into effect it shall be the duty of the Chief Justice of Walker County to order an Election
to be holden at the Court House in Huntsville for the purpose of electing five Aldermen, Whose duty it shall be to manage and control the
affairs of said Corporation for the time for which they shall be elected; said Election shall be held in the same manner, and under the same
rules and regulations as other County Elections, and every person Entitled to vote for County officers, and residing within the Corporate limits
of said town shall be entitled to vote; the five persons receiving the highest number of votes, shall be declared elected and shall receive a certificate thereof
Section      3. ______That said Aldermen shall hold their offices untill the first Saturday in January Eighteen hundred and fifty three
and untill their succefsors are qualified; and on the last Saturday in December in every year, it shall be the duty of the said Chief Justice to
hold a similar election for Aldermen for said town, but should said election for any cause not be holden on that day it shall be holden as
soon thereafter as practicable, the said Chief Justice giving five days previous notice of the time of holding the same___________
Section      4. ______That the Aldermen so elected shall meet on the Saturday following this election, or as soon thereafter as practicable, and
after taking the oath of office, organize by the election of one of their number as Mayor during the year, also of a Treasurer, Bailiff and such
other offices as they may require________________________________________________
Section      5. ______That said Corporation shall have powers to levy and collect taxes not exceeding the State and County taxes, and the tax lists
when made out and approved by the Mayor of the town shall have the same force, and be collected in the same manner, as the tax lists of the
County and State taxes and every person so taxed, who shall fail to pay the same, on request by the proper officer, if otherwise liable to work
on the public roads, shall be reported to the County court of Walker county and afsigned to such of the County roads as it may deem proper____
Section      6. ______That said Corporation shall have power to require of any of its officers suitable bonds for the faithfull discharge of
their respective duties, and to appoint and remove any of them at pleasure to buy and sell real estate within the Corporation, to provide for
all necefsary public buildings and improvements, to keep the streets and bridges in good repair, to levy and collect a license tax upon all Shows,
Stores, Groceries, billiard Rooms, and such other occupations and privileges as pay a license to the State; Provided such license tax shall
not exceed the State and County taxes upon the same privileges and occupations______________________________
Section      7. ______That the Mayor of said corporation shall have jurisdiction to hear and determine all violations of the laws and ordinances
of the same; and all proceedings before his court shall be conducted under the laws governing the Courts of Justices of the Peace in this state; and all warrants, Executions, and other procefs ifsued by him shall be directed to the Bailiff of the town of Huntsville, Who shall execute the same in the
same manner and under the same rules and restrictions as these governing constables in this state; Provided that the said Mayor shall have no
criminal jurisdiction or jurisdiction of any case in which the said Corporation is not a party; and Provided further that any person sued before
said Mayor shall have the right of having a Jury, as in like cases before a justice of the Peace_________________
Section      8. ______That said Corporation shall have power to make such regulations as they may deem best for the government of slaves
coming within or living in the town; to appoint patrols; to levy fines upon gambling houses, upon persons selling or giving ardent spirits to slaves
without the written permit of the owner, to prevent the firing of guns in the town, to regulate the market of provisions to provide for the health, police,
good order and quiet of the town_________________
Section      9. ______That it shall be the duty of the County Court of Walker County so soon as the bridges and streets of said town are put in
good repair, by an order entered on their minutes, to excuse the citizens residing in said town from working on the public roads; but should said
streets and bridges be again permitted to get out of repair, said Court shall rescind said order, and afsign those so liable by the laws of this to work 
on the public roads, untill said streets and bridges are again placed in repair____________________________
Section     10.______That the Mayor of said town shall not be entitled to any fees for his judicial duties, the fees of the Bailiff and Treasurer shall be the same as
those allowed to Constables and County Treasurers by the laws of this state, and such other compensation for extra services, as the Corporation may determine__
Section     11. ______That all other laws in regard to the incorporation of the town of Huntsville are hereby repealed____________
					
										David C. Dickson		
Approved January 19th 1852	P. H. Bell			Speaker of the House of Representatives
										James W. Henderson
									President of the Senate
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Speakers_of_the_Texas_House_of_Representatives


Speakers of the House of Representatives in the Legislatures of the State of Texas.
	Name
	Party
	Term in Office
	Legislative
Sessions

	William Crump
	Democratic
	16 February 1846–3 March 1846
	1st

	John Brown
	Democratic
	3 March 1846–9 March 1846
	

	Edward Thomas Branch
	Democratic
	9 March 1846–16 March 1846
	

	William Crump
	Democratic
	16 March 1846–1 May 1846
	

	William H. Bourland
	Democratic
	1 May 1846–before 13 May 1846
	

	Stephen W. Perkins
	Democratic
	before 13 May 1846–13 December 1847
	

	J. W. Henderson
	Democratic
	13 December 1847–5 November 1849
	2nd

	Charles G. Keenan
	Democratic
	5 November 1849–3 November 1851
	3rd

	David Catchings Dickson
	Democratic
	3 November 1851–7 November 1853
	4th
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	James Wilson Henderson

	[image: James w henderson.png]

	4th Governor of Texas

	In office
November 23, 1853 – December 21, 1853

	Lieutenant
	Vacant

	Preceded by
	Peter Hansborough Bell

	Succeeded by
	Elisha M. Pease

	3rd Lieutenant Governor of Texas

	In office
August 4, 1851 – November 23, 1853

	Governor
	Peter Hansborough Bell

	Preceded by
	John Alexander Greer

	Succeeded by
	David Catchings Dickson

	Personal details

	Born
	August 15, 1817
Sumner County, Tennessee

	Died
	August 30, 1880(1880-08-30) (aged 63)
Houston, Texas

	Political party
	Democratic

	Spouse(s)
	Saphira Elizabeth Price
Laura A. Hooker (June 6, 1848-July 21, 1856)

	Profession
	Surveyor, Army Captain


James Wilson Henderson (August 15, 1817 – August 30, 1880) was the fourth Governor of Texas from November 23, 1853 to December 21, 1853.
Born on August 15, 1817 in Sumner County, Tennessee, Henderson moved to Texas when he was 19 to join the struggle for independence, but he arrived too late to participate. He settled in Harris County and became the county surveyor, also studying law. In 1842, he enlisted in the Somervelle Expedition. In 1843, he was elected to the Texas House of Representatives, and in 1847, became Speaker of the House. He was elected Lieutenant Governor on August 4, 1851 and became the fourth Governor of Texas on November 23, 1853 upon the resignation of his predecessor, Peter Hansborough Bell.
Henderson served the last 28 days of Bell's term of office when Bell resigned to take the vacant seat in the United States Congress from the Western District of Texas.
During the Civil War, he joined the Confederate Army as a captain.
He died on August 30, 1880 in Houston.
External links[edit]
· James Wilson Henderson from the Handbook of Texas Online
· "Portraits of Texas Governors". Texas State Library and Archives Commission
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