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The Divergent trilogy is
one of the most successful
series since the Hunger
Games trilogy. The series is
set in a dystopian Chicago,
a city encased in a chain
link fence, where society is
divided into five factions:
Abnegation for the selfless,
Candor for the honest, Ami-
ty for the peaceful, Daunt-
less for the brave, and Eru-
dite for the knowledgeable.
Everyone when they turn 16
must choose a new faction,
or remain in the one they
have been raised in. The
enthralling trilogy follows
Beatrice Prior (Tris), a 16-
year-old girl that has an
aptitude for not one, but
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three factions. She is spe-
cial. She is 'Divergent’.

However, it's not safe to
be Divergent and Tris must
conceal it, as there are dark
forces and people at work,
who will stop at nothing to
protect the secret that her
original faction so desper-
ately tries to hide.

Tris embarks on a capti-
vating journey to unearth
the secret kept from the
factions, protect herself
from those who threaten to
harm her for her diver-
gence, and discover what
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lies outside the chain link
fence.

The series is filled with
plot twists and unforeseen
turns, and a mind blowing
ending you won't believe.

The trilogy combines
science fiction, dystopia,
romance and action for a
story that will stay with you
long after you read it |
would recommend this se-
ries to anybody, girl or boy,
and hope that one catches
the highly infectious Diver-
gent bug. The book titles
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are Divergent, then Insur-
gent, followed by Allegiant.
This trilogy has also
been made into two films so
far with the last book’s film
being split into two parts.
The first part of the final
book's film is Allegiant. It
will hit theaters this spring
on March 18, 2016 and the
second part titled Ascend-
ant is to be released in
2017. The Library has cop-
ies of the Divergent book
trilogy in our Young Adult
section. We also have the
first two movies to check
outaswell. If you're looking
to start on a new adventure
this series is one to try.
-Ashiey Newsome,
Teen Coordinator
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Oral interviews:

How to elicit information without making waves and creating enemies

By Richard Lane,
Public Services

Family historians often lament,
“Oh, | wished | had asked my grandpar-
ents about that.” Followed by, “I'd give
anything to go back and talk with them.
| remember them telling me such and
such, but now it's all a vague memory.”
Sadly, generations pass on and with
each passing we lose details, the fami-
ly stories and the origins of our family
traditions.

While it's impossible to go back in
time, many of us have an opportunity
to reach out to other family members
and talk about our family history in a
constructive way. We have an oppor-
tunity to reconstruct much of what has
not been written down and to record
what would otherwise be lost. Oral in-
terviews give us the mechanism to rec-
ord and to set to writing those conver-
sations in a thoughtful, yet structured
way.

Like much that is worthwhile, oral
interviews require planning and prepa-
ration. Here's a strategy that may prove
helpful. Begin by making a list of all
persons who may have insight to the
family's history. Develop a flexible, yet
thorough questionnaire including ques-
tions of factual nature as well as open-
ended questions. Bring together a cal-
endar, folders, note pads, pencils,
pens, a camera, and a sound recorder
or video camera. A laptop computer
and portable digitizer could prove indis-
pensable. Gather up family photos,
letters, postcards and other props that
may prompt memories.

After a list of persons to be inter-
viewed has been prepared, question-
naires have been duplicated and all
materials are at hand, begin to sched-

ule convenient times and places to
meet with family members. Ask partici-
pants to bring pertinent photos, letters
and documents that they may possess
to the interview.

At the meetings, be polite and
engage in friendly, yet structured con-
versation. Allow open-ended conversa-
tions, but keep the questionnaire
handy as it will prove useful when con-
versations run astray. Be sure to inform
participants of the intent of the inter-
view. They may want to know if the in-
formation provided will be used for
publication or given out to other family
members.

Do not engage in family gossip.
Some participants may not want their
image or voice to be recorded. Some
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may want to keep portions of the inter-
view private. Honor their wishes. Offer
the participants a transcript of the in-
terview.

In some cases, particularly if the
interview transcript is to be published,
a disclosure statement signed by each
person may be warranted. It may be
wise not to take possession of other
people's property.

Make arrangements to share cop-
ies of photos, letters and documents.

This strategy may be more com-
plex than necessary and may not fit
every need.

Hopefully, ata minimum, it will
offer some insights to the processes
necessary to conduct an oral interview
that produces good results.
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Programs to Please Eve-
ryone

Yoga, container vegetable
gardening, Spanish, Pilates,
and a four part series on Essen-
tial Oils are some of the pro-
grams available in January and
February at Huntsville Public
Library.

In addition, the annual Ge-
nealogy Winter Lock-In is com-
ing up on February 21. Walker

Room2Room is a

involving

converse with
image as if a person

was actually there.

County Genealogical Society
members will be available to
help with your research and
plan on serving you a light
lunch.

So come join in the fun and
learn a foreign language, ex-
plore your heritage or tone your
body and then discover which
essential oil will ease sore mus-
cles. There’s something for eve-
ryone!

Contact Mary Kokot, Adult
Services Coordinator, at (936)
291-5471 or visit
www.myhuntsvillelibrary.com

the

technology would be
to have a fully immer-

sive virtual conversa-

for more information.

Did You Know?

If you have had a library
card for at least one month and
have no fines or overdue mate-
rials the Interlibrary Loan ser-
vice provides customers possi-
ble access to items not availa-
ble from Huntsville Public Li-
brary but that may be borrowed
through the generosity of other
libraries.

For more information, con-
tact Mary Kokot, Adult Services

Coordinator, at (936)291-5471.
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If the subject is
sitting, the technolo-
gy could find a chair
and place the image
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Star Wars: The Force Awak-
ens 1s the seventh movie in the
Star Wars saga and was released
on December 18%, 2015, to a very
eager audience, who has had to
wait ten long years since Revenge
of the Sith was released in 2005.
The movie reunites original Star
Wars cast members like Harrison
Ford, Carrie Fisher, Mark Hamll,
Anthony Damniels, and Peter May-
hew, whereas the three leads of
the film, Daisy Ridley, John Boy-
ega, and Oscar [saac are complete
newcomers to the Star Wars uni-
verse.

The movie has made over
eight hundred million dollars.
That 1s a huge number! To put it
into perspective, [ wanted to see
how long it would take a mini-
mum wage worker to earn that
much. It would take over 110
million hours or 4 million days or
12596 years to make that amount
and that is i1f he worked every mi-
nute of every day. I can certainly
see why the movie 1s so popular!
The movie cultivates nostalgia for
the original movies by utilizing
beloved characters like Chewbac-
ca and Han Solo, while adding to

the story with new characters like

Kylo Ren and Finn. The special
effects are masterfully executed
and the dialogue is witty.

The original Star Wars movie
aired in 1977. Since then, many
children who saw the movie have
grown up loving the series and
have passed on that love to their
children and are excited to share
the movies with them. But with a
PG13 movie rating, the movie
might prove unsuitable for young
ones or elementary students. So,
how can parents enjoy being Star
Wars fans with their kids?

| Check out the exciting Chil-
dren’s Programs at the
Huntsville Public library!
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] Mother Goose lapsits, 10:30 Mondays

[] Storytime, 10:45 on Wednesdays AND Fridays

] Family Movie Night, 5:30, 2nd Friday of the Month
[ Wii Friday, 4:00-6:00 except on Family Movie Night
[ lego Club, 1st and 3rd Thursdays of the month, 5:00
] Read with the Dogs, 3rd Monday of the month, 4:00

For more information, please contact Children’s Coordinator
Rachel McPhail, at 936-291-5910.

Huntsville Public Library has
a solution! We will be hosting a
Jedi Academy on Friday, March
11, 2016 for families and really
anyone who loves the series.
With game booths, coloring sta-
tions, craft stations, and snacks,
there will be something for every-
one. Show off your Jedi skills,
enjoy time with your kids, and
borrow Star Wars books and mov-
1es from the Library. Sign-up is
highly recommended. Come to
Jedi Academy and May the Force
be with you!
- Rachel McPhail,
Children’s Librarian



